
to try to make TES a ��
great place for everyone 
to come to. This year, we 
will be offering you all the 
chance to travel to Spain 
as well as Scotland, to 
take TOEIC tests or Kid’s 
Eiken tests, to study in 
the longest regular group 
classes in this area, to 
make new friends, to 
achieve your goals, to 
prepare for school 
English, to be introduced 
to different cultures and 
most importantly to 
improve your English 
skills. And all of this for 
very low rates. We rely on 
you, our students, to help 
make the school a 
friendly place for 
everyone to come and 
enjoy the lessons, and we 
will keep trying to make 
sure you are happy here. 
Please let us know if 
there is anything else we 
can do to help you. 
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Happy New Year! I hope 
that you all had a great 
holiday period and that 
you have come into the 
New Year feeling 
refreshed and ready to 
make 2012 a good year. 

All of the staff here took 
the chance to travel to 
various places. Mary went 
home to Ireland, Kris went 
to Vietnam and Yoko and 
I managed to get away for 
4 days to Okinawa. Kris 
and Mary will tell you 
about their trips later, but 
as for Yoko and I, we had 
a great time relaxing in 
the nicer weather. It 
wasn’t sunny all of the 
time, but I wore a t-shirt, 
while Yoko kept her coat 
on!!! On our last day there 
we managed to go 
swimming and we saw 
some beautiful fish. Sadly 
we then had to go to the 
airport to fly back. Our 
holiday was short, but we 

really enjoyed it. 

2012 looks like being 
another exciting year 
here at TES. As usual, 
we will have lots of 
events which we hope will 
keep you interested, the 
first of which will be a 
Saint Patrick’s Day party 
in March. This is a 
traditional Irish 
celebration, but people all 
over the world celebrate 
this day. Wear something 
green. Other events will 
take place as usual, and 
we hope that as many of 
you as possible can come 
to all of these events. In 
order to keep the rates for 
the classes as low as we 
do, we need to have as 
many students as 
possible, so why not bring 
your friends and 
introduce the school to 
them? 

In 2012, we will continue 
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Thank you for coming 
to TES in 2011, and 
we hope that you 
keep coming in 2012. 
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Hi Guys, I hope you had a great 
Christmas and New Year. I'm 
glad I saw a lot of you at the 
Christmas Party last year, though 
it is hard to believe that it was 
about a month ago already. 

I travelled to Vietnam for my 
winter holiday on the 23rd of 
December last year, so that I 
could spend Christmas and New 
Year in a foreign country and I 
got back only a few days ago on 
the 7th of January. It was quite an 
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experience for me going over 
there for two weeks. The 
culture shock was greater than 
me being in Japan, but it was 
also really interesting and just 
what I needed to do to have a 
break from my normal life. 

I spent almost a week in Ho Chi 
Minh City and stayed in several 
other places too, such as 
Hanoi, Mu Ine, Vung Tao and 
Da Nang. Ho Chi Minh was 
definitely the most modern and 
largest city in Vietnam, but 
there was also a lot of poverty 
and begging there. However, it 
was a very interesting place. 
Lots of foreigners go there for 
holidays, so the Vietnamese 
see westerners as a chance to 
make some money as the 
average person on the street 
has no job other than what they 

create for themselves. So 
strangely a lot of people sit 
around on their bikes all day 
waiting for foreigners to come by 
so that they can offer 
outrageous taxi prices. 
Unfortunately, there are so 
many of them doing the same 
thing that it is difficult to be polite 
all the time, so eventually you 
learn to just ignore them. 

I went for a day to Vung Tao 
which is a nearby beach town 
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That was the only little hiccup though. 
The rest of my time at home was 
great. I surprised my mother and the 
rest of my family. My sister Deirdre 
had the best reaction. She was 
coming in the front door holding her 1 
year old daughter and she almost 
dropped her when she saw me!!  My 
cat and dog haven’t forgotten about 
me either!! Apples was happy to have 
someone bring him inside everyday 
and hold him!  

 
My family haven’t changed at all- 
except it has more members now. I 
left Ireland with 2 nieces, and now I 
have 4 nieces and a nephew! My 
sisters were eager to introduce me to 
them. They are all so cute and well 
behaved. I was also glad to talk to my 
oldest nieces Grainne and Molly who 
I can now have a real conversation 
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on the 28th of December. I went by 
ferry and had a great time riding 
around on a motorbike. I also walked 
up the mountain to a Jesus statue on 
the coast which overlooks the whole 
city of Vung Tao. After that, I went to 
Mu Ine which was a beach town 250 
kms from HCM. It was interesting, but 
there was not much to do other than 
eat and drink there and most of the 
other foreigners there looked as if they 
were in a daze just wandering and 
floating aimlessly. Not really my cup of 
tea as I like to have a bit more of an 

adventure. 

Next, I went back to HCM and spent 
New Years Eve watching the 
fireworks in the city centre. It was a 
great experience, because it was so 
crowded. It was so busy, that it was 
difficult to move even on foot. I had 
to go to my hotel at about 10pm and 
it took me over an hour to go 2 kms! 
The rest of my trip I went to Hanoi, 
and Da Nang, but I may have to tell 
you about those places next time as 
I have already spoken too much.  

I hope you all have a great 2012. 

Happy New Year everyone!! Let’s hope 2012 will be one to remember for all good reasons! I hope 
everyone had a nice relaxing New Year. I got to spend my Christmas and New Year break with my family. It 
was great to see everyone again. But my journey home got off to a bit of a rocky start: Air France lost my 
suitcase containing all my Christmas presents and Japanese souvenirs! Even now, more than 2 weeks 
later, they still haven’t found it. Cross your fingers for me that it turns up at some point. 

Mary’s sisters 
and her 4 
nieces and a 
nephew�

Homemade 
Christmas 
dinner and 
crackers. 

Mary’s 
beloved cat. 

His name is 
Apples 

chocolate and drinking wine. 
Just like old times- nothing 
really has changed. I look 
forward to my next trip home!  

Before that though, my sister 
is planning a trip to Japan in 
May! I can’t wait for her to 
see Japan and to meet 
everyone at the school! My 
holiday at home was a lovely 
one but it’s good to be back!! 
Have a happy 2012 
everyone!! 

with. It was strange but great!! 

And finally I got to eat lots of Irish 
food!! Almost everyday I got to 
enjoy brown bread and my 
mother’s delicious Christmas 
cake!! And as it was Christmas 
there were lots of nice chocolates 
and biscuits lying around the 
house too!!  

Some of the best nights I would 
sit around the table with my 
family playing cards, eating 
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We’re on the Web!  

www.takadaes.com 
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