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The hot summer has now
passed, and autumn
seems to have taken over.
The summer was very hot
here in Joetsu, but | went
to Scotland where it was
lovely and cool. | met up
with Colin while | was
there, and he sent his
best to everyone. He is
doing well back home, but
expects to be back in
Japan next year, not in
Takada though; although
if we ask nicely, I'm sure
he’ll visit sometimes.

I had a really good time in
Scotland, and | must say it
has been difficult to get
back into my work
schedule after coming
back, but I think I am
almost back to normal
now. | must say a big
thank you to Yoko, Mary
and Kris for holding the
fort while | was away. It
seems like I'm not as
essential as | thought |
was! You did a great job
guys, thanks.

Over the next few months,
we will have lots to keep
you all busy. On a social
note, we are going back to
our roots as the Church
school by having a
Hallowe’en party which is
not so much for kids, but
for adults too. These used
to be the highlight of the
year for many students,
and we hope that

everyone will join in the
fun this year. It's no fun
though if you don’t come
in costume, so please
try to wear something. It
doesn’t have to be
fantastic or expensive,
but there will be small
prizes for best costume
(which Mary, who has
already got her costume,
is not allowed to win!).
So try to be original and
come up with an
interesting costume, but
most importantly relax
and have fun! Kids are
of course welcome, but
the party is for adults.
There will be games
which everyone can join
in with. The party will be
held here at the school
on Saturday, October
29", and is pot luck for
food and is BYOB.
There is no entrance
fee, but anyone not in
costume must make a

donation to charity. All of

the details can be found
in Yoko's section later in
the newsletter.

On a more academic
note, we will be having
our second TOEIC® IP
test here at the school
on November 5". It will
be preceded by a four
week preparation course
on Saturday afternoons.
I hope that a few of you
take this opportunity to

challenge yourself and
attempt the test. It will
give you a good idea of
your level. Doing the test
here is cheaper than
doing the regular test,
and also saves you the
trouble of having to travel
to the nearest test center,
in Nagaoka or Nagano.
So why not give the
whole thing a try. If you
haven't done it before, I'm
sure you'll enjoy the
experience of doing this
tough, internationally
recognized test. If the
date doesn't suit you,
please let Yoko know and
we can try to arrange a
time that is suitable for
you in the week of the
test. As always | want to
thank you all for comin%
to TES to study. The 5"
Anniversary party really
demonstrated what great
students we have here.
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Thank you for coming
and for your kind
wishes. We will have
more events later in the
yeatr, including of
course our End of Year
Party in December. It
will be winter soon
enough, so let’s all
enjoy the beautiful
autumn weather.

J Thank you very much for coming
toour 5™ Anniversary Party J
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Bring your own food & drinks!
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Hello TES students! It has
been a very quick 3 months
since our last issue. It was
great to have a chance to
see almost all of you in
classes during the summer
break and | really enjoyed
talking with you all, but now
it is back to my primary
school classes each
morning.

During summer also | got a
chance to see what Mary's
schedule was like, starting
at 10:30 and finishing at
9pm. In my schedule |
usually start at 8am and
finish for lunch at 12:30 and
don't go back to work until
3 pm and finish around 5 or

fad -

6. Both schedules have
their advantages, but |
tend to like to have a sleep
in the afternoon, so it suits
me to get up earlier.

Also, during Summer | did
have a chance to go to
Osaka for 3 days. It was
too quick to be honest, but
| enjoyed it all the same.
My next holiday is likely to
be at Christmas time,
hopefully | can save up
enough to go overseas!

After Obon | haven't been
doing much at all except
studying and writing for my
first Psychology class,
which | take online. |
studied in this field of

study 10 years ago,
when | was 19, but |
forgot how difficult it was!
I am only doing 1 unit at
the moment and even
still I have been so busy
studying, | feel like | am
a full time student! The
hard work will be worth it
though, it is important to
complete it for my
career, so | have to stay
motivated. | have to
complete 8 units to
complete my full degree,
so it will be another 2
years before | finish
completely. Wish me
luck!

| hope you have time to

come to the sports days
that Nozomi organizes a
few times a month, they
are always good fun and
a good chance to meet
more TES people,
otherwise hopefully I'll
see you at the next
Halloween party!

Speak to you soon.
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Let me start by thanking Peter, Yoko and everyone at TES. You have
beyond doubt made my first (of many) year in Japan one the best, sorry,
the best experience of my life. It's because everyone has been so kind and
friendly to me since | first set foot in Japan that | have been able to make
many friends and have a wonderful time here. | haven’t been homesick (not
really) |1 do miss my family of course but | plan on staying in Japan for a
good while yet. So here are my top 5 Japanese experiences of the past
year.

Number 5: Shizuoka/ Gundam- Last February | ventured down to Shizuoka
to escape the snow of Niigata. My purpose was to see the Gundam, which
did not disappoint. This trip put me in good spirits for Hanami just around the corner!

Number 4: GACKT: | waited just over a year and | finally got a chance to see GACKT. | had just finished watching
Furin Kazan the week before he arrived and | was able to get quite close and
take some good pictures!

Number 3: Hanami in Takada was so much fun!! This was my first experience
of an iconic Japanese festival. The sun came out and we all ate and drank
under the beautiful cherry trees. I'm counting down the days until next year’s
party!!

Number 2: Tokyo. | love this city. | have made many friends here and love to
visit them whenever | can. I've been to concerts, manga festivals, museums,
art exhibitions, Disney Sea and I've eaten in some wonderful restaurants and
had some great nights out. | always look forward to a weekend in Tokyo.

Number 1: Fuji San. Not only was this the best thing I've done in Japan, but probably in my life! | was extremely lucky
to not fall prey to any mountain or altitude sickness. The climb was tough but | made it with an hour to spare. At the top
| watched the twinkling city lights below and above me there were numerous shooting stars and the weather was
perfect for viewing the sun rise. Fuelled by the excitement of what | had done | even managed to walk around the top
and see the amazing shadow that Fuji casts over Shizuoka.

So thanks for sticking with me this year and please continue to look after me in the next. | am looking forward to more
adventures, festivals and school events!
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We're on the Web!
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We are going to ask a different
student every time to answer

some guestions about

themselves and why they study
English. Next issue could be

you, so be prepared.
This month’s student is:

Masahiro Kitaura

Question 1: How long have
you been studying English?

20 years;since | was 5!

Question 2: How long have
you been studying at TES?

For about 3 years.

Question 3: Have you ever

been abroad?

Yes. | went to Peru on my

honeymoon. But they all spoke

Spanish.

! J

Question 4:  Where would

you like to go in the future?

| am looking forward to
meeting you all at the

| would like to go to Leiws in various parties.

Scotland. (where Colin is from)
| am going to Australia next
year!

Question 5: Have you ever

taken any English tests?

Thank you very much
Masahiro! | hope you are
teaching your baby son,
Shun English.

Yes. | take a TOEIC test every
year. | tried Eiken when | was
in SHS too.The interview was
difficult for me at that time.

Question 6: What's your

favorite place to eat in
Joetsu?

A restaurant called “La Sone”
near Sanrokusen. | like their
soba and lunch.




