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And so it is summer, and
while we have a lot to look
forward to this summer,
perhaps some time will be
spent looking back. On
August 1* the school will
celebrate the 5"
anniversary of our
separating from the
Church, and we will be
having a big celebration
party. | hope that as many
of you as possible can
attend what | hope will be
a celebration of the fact
that, against the odds, the
school is still running.

One person who will not
be able to attend the party
is actually the most
important person in the
history of the school.
Father Mario Canducci
started the school in
Takada Catholic Church
over 30 years ago now.
He wanted the people of
Takada and Joetsu to
have the opportunity to
not just study English, but
to have the opportunity to
become more
“international”. The
English school at the
Church came to be an
important part of the
community, fulfilling its
stated goals of giving the
people of Takada the
opportunity to spend time
with foreigners and in turn
giving those foreigners the
chance to experience the

wonders of life in Japan.
The people who came to
work at the Church have
always done so much
more than merely teach
English; they organized
charity events, raising
money for various good
causes, and most
importantly, contributed
immeasurably to life in
Takada. This was all
Father Mario’s dream.

At the moment, Father
Mario is in hospital in
Tokyo. Basically he is
exhausted, and this has
had a bad effect on his
health. It is unclear at
this point whether he will
ever be able to come
back to work here in
Takada, or whether he
will take his well earned
retirement and head
back to Italy. Whatever
happens, the Church
here in Takada
specifically, and the
local community in
Takada in general will
be a far poorer place for
his not being here.

| have always tried to
run this school in a way
that befits the history of
the school, but the
different pressures and
demands of running a
business as opposed to
a charity often get in the
way of that goal. But just
because | fail in my

goals, doesn’'t mean | will
stop trying to run the
school in a way that
Father Mario would be
proud of. | hope that you
can all help me in the
future to do more work for
charity and to give the
community here a school
where they can come and
learn English, but which
also gives back to that
community.

As this is our 5"
Anniversary, | want to
thank everyone who has
had any connection to the
school in the last 5 years.
The teachers who have
taught here have all done
an exceptional job. | am
proud to call them friends,
and hope they look back
on their time with us as a
good one. The students
of course are what keep
the school going. Without
you there would be no
school, and we never
forget that. Your
generosity when we have
charity events is
remarkable, and your
friendliness and concern
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for the teachers here
is very much
appreciated. | hope
that we can keep
giving you the level of
service that you have
come to expect from
us, and that we can
celebrate our 10"
anniversary together
in another 5 years.
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http://www.facebook.com/takadaes

Check it out!
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Hello again!

The last three months
have gone very fast. |
remember the first day |
arrived driving down
Joetsu Odori thinking to
myself what a quiet little
town, but over the last
three months | have
settled in bit by bit and
now | have lots of things
to do on the weekends
and my schedule is really
full. I bought myself a
bicycle last month and
have begun riding up and
down the Seki River
almost every night. It is

such an amazing feeling to
ride along the river at night
with a great view of
Joetsu. | also play sports
like tennis and volleyball
with some people from
TES and around Joetsu,
which is really fun. At my
home in Takada | am just
about to start studying an
online course in
Psychology, so I'll be even
busier later in the year.

| am studying Psychology
so that | can do more
Hypnotherapy/Psychology
work in Australia when |
return, but that won’t be

for quite a while yet.

At work | teach kids at
the elementary schools
in Myoko every morning
and in the afternoons |
teach classes at TES.
My days go by so quick
because there are
always new things to
learn and concentrate on
in the classroom. In
Australia, working in an
office | felt like the day
was so long, but here at
TES my day goes like a
rocket! | would have to
say that teaching is one

e

of the best jobs in the
world, although it takes a
lot of energy.

| still would like to meet
more of you here at TES
at our parties, so if you
have time please come
to our anniversary party
on July 31st or play
sports with me on
weekends and we can
hang out. See you soon!
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Every time | have to write for the TES Times | check
back over all the photos | have taken since the last issue.
This time however there are much less photos than |
would like. | would like to take the opportunity to say
farewell to my old friend Mr. SLR. You were loyal and did
your job exceedingly well. | can’t thank you enough for all
the help you've given me since I've come to Japan.

I know | always say this but time really is flying by. The
last few months were really jam packed with travel,
festivals and events. Hanami was wonderful. Thanks to
all who came out for the TES party. The weather couldn’t
have been more perfect. I'm already looking forward to
next year!!

I would like to give a huge thank you to all who came to

our cake morning too. We raised lots of money and had a great day eating cake and
chatting. It really reminded me of home! | felt like | was back at home on a Sunday afternoon when my mother bakes
bread and sweet things for our relatives who might just happen to pop round for a cuppa!

| also managed to venture as far as Hiroshima during golden week. Hiroshima definitely left an impression on me. It's
a beautiful, friendly city with so much to see and do. | hope to return to Miyajima and perhaps go camping there. Kyoto
too! With all its wonderful temples, food, sweets and traditional sights, it was the newly built International Manga
Museum that stole my heart! | will definitely be returning soon!

The last few weeks have been quite enough. | am enjoying many weekend
sports days playing basketball, dodge ball and especially volleyball. | have
also joined a gym in an
attempt to gain some upper
body strength and stop my
spine from wearing away
completely! Wish me luck!

So August is just around the
'. corner and that means that |

1- have been in Japan for almost

one year! There are still many

thlngs to see and doin Japan I may never go home!! I'm looking
forward to the schools 5" birthday party, the Earth Celebration Festival
on Sado and last but not least... GACKT!! Enjoy your summer
everyone, | know | will!!
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