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The horrific events of
March 11" are ones that
will never be forgotten by
anyone who witnessed
them. Although we have
not been directly affected
by the quake here in
Joetsu, the whole country
is, in a sense, in
mourning. | know that
many of you have family
and friends in the worst
affected areas, and they,
along with all of the dead,
injured and homeless, are
in our thoughts and
prayers at this time.

Internationally, the
response to the disaster
has been swift and very
heart-warming. Japan and
its people are truly in the
thoughts of people
throughout the world.
Within a week of the
disaster, | was hearing
about events in schools in
Britain being held to raise
money for the victims.
Many sports teams and
organizations are
organizing special events,
big and small, to raise
money. Paul Mazoyer,
who used to work at
Takada Catholic Church’s
school, is organizing a 12
hour tennis marathon at
his club, while the football
team | love, Celtic, are
changing all of the names
on their shirts to
Japanese, to raise much

needed funds. We at
TES are also looking at
ways in which we can
help. At Colin’s farewell
party, just a week after
the quake, we raised
some money in a prize
draw. We intend to have
another prize draw soon,
and | hope that you will
all support it. We are
also organizing a fund-
raising party here at the
school, where we, the
staff, will be baking
cakes, scones, pies, etc
from our home countries
for you all to come
along, pay a donation
and enjoy our cooking.
Details haven't been
confirmed yet, but there
will be posters around
the school when things
are decided.

Amid all of the difficulties
though, school life goes
on. Colin’s departure
was very rushed, as he
had to change his
departure flight from
Narita to Nagoya, and
we were all very sorry to
see him go. He was a
great asset to the
school, and we all wish
him well in the future.
His replacement, Kris,
suddenly had a very
difficult choice to make.
With reports of radiation
leaks in Fukushima, and
the conditions in
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Tohoku, many
governments, including
the Australian one, were
telling people not to travel
to Japan. Fortunately for
us, after a lot of thought,
Kris chose to come to
Joetsu to work for us at
TES. We are delighted to
welcome him, and | know
you will all enjoy chatting
to him and getting to
know him when you see
him in the lobby or in his I
class. Teachers often
comment that one of the
great things about our
school is the friendliness
of the students and |
know that this is true. |
am sure Kris will come to
know this too.

| know that Yoko will be
giving you details of plans
for our Cherry Blossom
Party, which | hope as
many of you as possible
can attend.

Japan as a country is
hurting right now, but life
must go on. We do so,
but with respect for the
people of Tohoku.
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@ facebook.

Are you all connected? Please Search
for Takada English School!
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Hi! My name is Kris
Welsh. I'm the new
teacher here at Takada
English School. | am from
Melbourne in Australia. It
has been quite a journey
for me to get here. | was
very lucky to be given this
opportunity because
when | was in Australia it
was very difficult to find a
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good job on the internet
in Japan. | sent many
schools applications and
heard back from only a
few. | had given up hope
of coming back to Japan
as | attended interviews
at Aeon and Amity, but
didn't think that those
schools were suitable for
me. So then | decided to
take a job in Vietnam.
Two days before | was
due to leave for Vietnam,
unexpectedly | got an
email from Peter about
the job at Takada English
School.

Quite quickly | decided to
take the job and over the
next 3 months | prepared
myself by quitting my job,
selling my car, cancelling
my mobile phone and
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organising my finances
to come to Japan. Then,
there was an earthquake
in Japan. | had lived in
Japan before from 2007
to 2009 in Hanamaki and
instantly | was concerned
that my friends in
Hanamaki would be hurt.

Luckily, they all survived,
but now my concern was
on whether or not |
should come to Japan. In
Australia the media was
going crazy requesting
all Australians to come
back to Australia and
warning everyone not to
go to Japan. However,
my life was completely
suspended because |
had quit my job and sold
my car and had bought
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my plane ticket already.
Nevertheless, in the end |
decided that it is my life
and | still wanted to come
to Japan. | believe in fate
also, so | had trusted my
gut, which was telling me
that | would be okay here.

Now that | am here | am
quite relieved to be in such
a nice area, with friendly
people and lots to do. |
hope that | meet each and
every one of you in the
coming weeks and months
and we can hang out and
have a drink or a meal
together. | like to play
tennis, go hiking, drive and
meet new people. Cheers!

ee TES Cherry Blossom Potluck
& Kris’'s Welcome Party
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Spring: it's in the air and in my steps!! | can’t help but be cheered on by the
current spell of glorious weather we are having. The days are getting longer
and brighter and the snow has returned my pavements to me. With this fresh
spring start comes some new changes too. We bid farewell to Colin our good
friend and teacher. He will be greatly missed. | want to take this opportunity to
welcome his successor- Kris! | hope you enjoy your stay in Joetsu and if you
like it a fraction as much as | do you'll have a ball' Welcome!

Ume: February in Shizuoka

As | check back on my photo stock | am pleasantly surprised at how much | managed to
squeeze into the last few months. | even managed to visit one of my idols in Shizuoka!
The mighty Gundam! That was back in February and even then Spring was slowly
beginning to poke out its head. The warm sunny weather was a welcome escape from
the buckets of snow that fell here. | also took a trip to the Monkey Onsen in Nagano. A
classic trip and well worth a visit!

Real Size Gundam
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A quick food section! Thanks to Ueno
San | was able to enjoy the delights of
Hinamatsuri. | ate a special lunch and
was treated to homemade cake and ice-
cream in the presence of a fine collection of a beautiful Hinamatsuri
display. A couple of weeks ago | made it down to Matsumoto to
sample their basashi! My family were shocked and horrified at my
bravery. | assured them it was very tasty! The sweets and cake have
been stopped however for the last few weeks as | am partaking in
Lent. | am counting the days until the 24" of April when | can eat sweets again!

Monkey in Jigokudani ,Nagano

Speaking of cake! At TES we are hoping to raise some much needed
funds for disaster stricken areas of the north east. We hope to arrange
some kind of coffee/ cake morning at TES, like a kind of bake sale
where all proceeds go to charity. The Higashi-Nihon Earthquake has
affected us all and we keep the victims in our thoughts and prayers
. = every day. We will do as much as we can to help so please join us in our
3"‘ fundraising efforts.
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Hinamatsuri: Homemade Cake by Michiko
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Fax: 025 520 4008
E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com
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We're on the Web!

www.takadaes.com
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We are going to ask a different
student every time to answer
some guestions about
themselves and why they study
English. Next issue could be
you, so be prepared.

This month’s student is:
Megumi Noguchi

Question 1: How long have
you been studying English?

| am a senior high school
student so, for five years.

Question 2: How long have
you been studying at TES?

For about 7 months.

Question 3: Have you ever

been abroad?
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Yes. | have been to L.A., United
States of America. | met Rick
and Nicole and | had a great
time in Disney Land!

Question 4: Where would you
like to go in the future?

| would like to go to Ireland
because my teacher told me it is
a beautiful place.

Question 5: Have you ever
taken any English tests?

Yes. | took the Eiken Pre-2"
grade test last year. | am going
to try 2™ grade soon!

Question 6: What's your

favorite place to eat in
Joetsu?

| like Gyukaku restaurant.
Because | like meat.

Thank you very much Megumi!
We hope you can go abroad
again in a near future!




