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Happy New Year from all of us at TES

We have come to that
time of year again where
we look back at the old
year, and forward to the
new one.

The school moved on in a
good way last year, and
although there were many
challenges in getting our
move to our new location
completed, | am sure
most people would agree
that we are in a better
place than before, and
that we have managed to
keep the feel of the
school, even in the new
building.

We had two new teachers
arrive last year, and
although we were sorry to
lose Nicole, who is doing
well back in lowa, but
missing us all here a bit, |
have to say that Colin and
Mary have both fitted in
well to the school. We are
happy that they are both
here, and | hope that you
feel the same. | want to
thank you all for making
them feel welcome and
feel a part of our
community. It is important
for people to feel that way
when they arrive in a
strange country.

And so to 2011. What do
we have in store for the
New Year? A lot, actually.
We plan to offer all of you
the chance to take a tour
to Scotland and other

parts of Europe with
Gerry who used to work
at the Church. As many
of you know, Gerry has a
long background of doing
tours to Scotland, and
this time everyone will
stay in a castle! | hope
that some of you will be
able to go. Tours can go
with as little as 4 people,
so perhaps a class might
want to go together!

Also, from March, we will
be giving you all the
chance to test your
English level by doing a
TOEIC test here in the
school! Yes, you won't
have to travel to some far
off place on a date that is
not convenient for you
any more. We will
organize a time that suits
you and you can take the
test here. There are
certain conditions to that,
but it is an exciting new
thing for us here, and
shows our commitment to
giving you all of the
opportunities you would
expect to get from a
major school, right here in
Takada.

We will celebrate 5 years
of TES this August, and
that is a great
achievement. There have
been times when it didn’t
seem like we would get
this far, but | think that we
have provided you with a
consistently high level of

teaching, and are
continuing to try to make
your experience here a
good one. Whether you
study for a hobby, for
business or so that you
can do a test of some
sort, we have always
given you the lessons
that you want, in an
atmosphere that is helpful
to your learning.

| want to thank Yoko,
Nicole, Colin and Mary as
well as Blair and Todd for
all of their hard work last
year, and ask them to
keep that up in 2011. And
to you, our students, |
want to say a big thank
you, for without you all
there would be no school.
| really appreciate that
you choose to come here
to study. | want to ask
you all to try to introduce
a new student to us over
the next year. We always
need new students to
help us keep the
standards you have
rightly come to expect
from us. We are planning
to improve things further,
with easier advancement
between levels for those
who want it, and better
feedback from the
teachers about your
strong and weak points.
Hopefully that will be
sorted out for April.

So, as | said, we have an
exciting year to look
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forward to, and you, the
students, are a huge part
of that. We will keep the
school events coming
and hope that you all
continue to support
them. As August will be
our 5" birthday, | hope
that we will be able to
have a special event to
celebrate that occasion.

All that remains is for me
to wish you and your
families a happy New
Year, and | look forward
to talking with you all
some more in 2011.
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News from Yoko

HITELTEBDTEI T NET
TLTAREL S ZH L BREN
Wz L, 2011, EHE A
ENREIZLTZNWTTN?

Lo New Year's Resolution i%......
ARY L T EEEE) <, B olE
DOYLOEGEICEE LT, 5%
I—fEEEE LW L LEEI
HLo BT EEO LR 2.
WeWe, FE11IAHY EF
DT, VAT <A,

ST, BEEDZ Y A< ANR—F 4 T
IIAYIZ L EADFIC TS INETE
EFELTHYNREHITSNFELE!
BT LB ARy hTERET
LI ?rbE—ICEEEZEYVHL
ThVETOT, BEHEIHEDS
EBHLELIEEN, A—/LTEX%
DLETe

WEIOA XY MIAF—& R R

— T, BB CBMEBED LT
WET Y

LSE5TIH, E—F =5 bR
HOFELEN, Ray b T K
T—DZHN, TOEICT A b
KR A—AROZHRO ZEZN, £
LCayuieEl 27 =44
D OWEPLR ERE D RN & e
STEVET, EIFTBRLAT
X\, Here we go....!

Winter Events: TES Ski & Snowboard Trip
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Next Holiday Schedule
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Thank you all for coming
to the Xmas Party!




Let it SnOW let it SnOW ].et it SnOW! by Colin Macleod
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It’s TES Times time again. It My home country, Scotland, is very
doesn’t feel very long since | was  far north, much further north than
writing about my sweaty summer  Hokkaido, but we don’t usually get a
trip to Shikoku. However, the heat lot of snow. This winter has been

of summer feels like a lifetime ago very cold in northern Europe, so the
—it’s freezing now! | actually enjoy ski centres have been very busy.
winter, though. The deep snow There are five ski centresin

means that my daily commute to  Scotland: the Nevis range, Glencoe,
Myoko takes longer and the low  Glenshee, Cairngorm and the Lecht.  sky day after a night of heavy snow
temperatures are uncomfortable, Having Mt. Myoko on my door step  there is nowhere I'd rather be. I'm
but both of these things are has given me a great opportunity to  looking forward to snowboarding in
necessary for...snowboarding! learn how to snowboard; on a blue my home country some day!

The b e St ye ar Of my life by Mary Trait

They say that time flies when you’re having fun: a fitting statement for the past three months or so. And what an
eventful three months it’s been! As October rolled around the parties started and so did my favourite time of the
year: Halloween! | was thrilled to be able to masquerade as one of my favourite Japanese icons- Satoshi from
Pokémon. The TES Halloween party was a great success and all the little monsters and witches looked so cute in
their costumes! Alongside my trusted side-kick Pikachu (Thank you Luke) | had an excellent time at the Bird’s Inn
Cafe Halloween party. I'm already thinking about my costume for next year: all suggestions welcome!

| have also had some wonderful trips in the last few months. Too many to write about really! Some of the
highlights include the chrysanthemum festival in Yahiko village. The flower displays were beautiful and it was an
excellent opportunity to see the changing autumn colours in the surrounding woodland areas. | hope to return
to see the fireflies light up.

| have also travelled to Tokyo twice in the past few months. | stayed for one week over the New Year vacation. |
spent New Year’s Eve with two of my best friends from Ireland who are also English teachers. My friend Marie,
who | have been friends with since we were five years old, and my friend Brendan- an old flat mate from
college. We rang in the New Year at Zozoji (¥§_F-=¥) and watched hundreds of balloon with New Year wishes
attached be released at midnight into the Tokyo night sky! A day I'll never forget.

And finally | will talk about food! | have had L3
some really delicious meals and snacks and | am ¢
still cooking as much as | can. My biggest
culinary challenge this time was the dreaded
Christmas dinner- with all the trimmings! |
spent Christmas Day with some of my ALT
friends in Yoshikawa. All of them are from
England, Ireland and America so | tried my best
to make a traditional Christmas dinner. The
menu included roast and mashed potatoes,
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So that was my 200. Probably the best year of my life so far
and it really ended on a high note- with the birth of my new

carrots, cauliflower, broccoli, crispy herb baby niece- Nicole! When Nicole grows up and comes to visit
stuffing, white sauce, gravy and (as turkey is Japan she will have two friends her own age to show her
scarce in Japan and | don’t have an oven big around Joetsu- Suzune and Shun! | wish everyone a happy
enough to cook one) four delicious roast and peaceful 2011. My next adventure will bring me to the

chickens. There was also lots of wine and sweet
sherry trifle for dessert.

slopes for snowboarding. Wish me luck
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We're on the Web!

www.takadaes.com
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don’t you come and stay
at a beautiful castle?
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%[ (% Student Profile #854A#LT. £ B 9 3 T
— AR A PTEE OB A VRS ¥z FIIWITH.
YRDYT 2OV TESAIZTRA LM 1896 F I KEHKHED

Cav-EBYYUIZELOTETS
=B, BEERESLL
4D ERTIVELTEYSRT
—DRMIM B L EES>TINE
T, ChELICEATEET !

Lij-o

LIRT. AR OB S DEEBHRETHME
LTW=z)—-E—l)—SAMN . YT —
HARERYRAVNS VR DR 5%
ERALTNMDBY7—TT,

ZDVT—DBAEEZLHBYET . HE 6. O—AILYT7—HELTIEORD

EDHRTF LN, COEDTEIZHD 2. BREVIREZEOHT.4A FYLAB VR ATURGT SR
IBHIELSDLHEERY EFTNS ULEKENEYT —AVATHE ! PRAFYLATVFITREN
ELMAIZ—DTT, 3. HALELHBOMIZL. BITO NSt ERE
AGLTIEO ., BEOEERER 7. LhtHEAECHESTEIRT
*ZDM YT —DBTEZZHBNALET X PO—NILT—REEEHELD xxd4L. VUT7—0A%LEM
EX ENROONET
1. AllInclusive! 3. 717 4. VT—OR. BEOELED 8. OFY.HEut-EHOAYSF
— XER. RFPEHOR MEREVNALTERIM DG EREE IWYTF—EEREATEET !
DHENT A TY7—REI MTEET HEOFUTLOMRERE .
BEATOET, TLFRE 5 WEENSEE. AEDTTY YT — QMR A E T

FTEFLETNETCICHSE
TEFT . C*EF 7T yME
BENFEEA)

—H\FiE7E B AGE T24 8 Xt
ISLEY

LT EW, U Ty EER
L\T:L./ij_o




