Q

" Englich

chool

We hope you like it. It has
actually taken a long time
to get to this point, with
many false starts along
the way, but we are here
now and are really excited
about the future here. We
were in our old location for
nearly 4 years and it really
served us well. It was a
unique place to have a
school, but there were
many problems with the
age of the building and
with the lack of parking.
For me, the lack of a
place to put signs was the
most frustrating thing, as
we need people to know
where the school is before
they come. When looking
for a new place, we
wanted to address all of
those problems, and we
feel that here we can
overcome them all. We
are, at last, visible to the
whole of Takada, we have
a lot of parking and have
space for signs.

So, though it is a shame
to leave the old school,
we go into the future
here, and we hope that
the parts that you like
about the school stay
the same, and the parts
that can be improved,
will be improved. One
thing is for sure, we will
never lose the feeling
and atmosphere of the
school as it has always
been from its days in

Takada Catholic Church.

That friendly feeling is
what makes our school
special, and that is
thanks in large part to
the students. | know that
you will continue to keep
the spirit going.

The special feeling in
the school also comes
from the staff here. Yoko
and Nicole have been
doing a great job, as did
the teachers who came
before them. From this
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month, we have a new
face around the school.
Colin has come from
Scotland to teach you.

You can learn more about

him at the back of the
newsletter. | know you
will make him feel
welcome.

Look out for some new
classes and courses
which we hope will be
starting after Golden
Week. We are always
looking for more students
to come and join your
classes, so if you know of
anybody you think might
be interested in coming to
study here, please tell
them about us, or ask
Yoko for a pamphlet to
give to them. Perhaps
you could invite them to
one of the many events
we have coming up,
which Yoko will tell you
about. | hope as many of
you as possible can make
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it along to them. This
school is all about you,
our students, and | really
appreciate the amount of
help you give us. | am
looking forward to
spending many happy
lessons and good times
with you here in our new
school.
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The second year of my
musical adventures has
cometo an end and |
want to once again
extend the biggest
thank you possible to
everyone at TES. Not
only have you
supported me in all my
personal activities and
interests (it's so much
more enjoyable to
perform for people that
| know, especially
because they are kind
to me even if | can’t
sing!) but you have also
supported the charities
that | am passionate
for. Not only moral
support, but you have
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helped contribute in more
ways than one and for
that | am so grateful!

This year our goal was to
raise 1,000,000 ~9UThis
would allow us to build a
two room school house
made from materials that
are strong against the
tropical climate and
sustainable for the
environment. Thanks to
all of our students,
friends and colleagues
around Niigata
Prefecture (as well as a
few people from abroad)
we made our goal! On
top of making this goal
we also gathered more
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donations in school
supplies than we ever
have before! (So many,
in fact, the airline almost
wouldn’t allow us to take
them all because we
were over the weight
limit!)

Even though | will not be
around next year for the

musical | hope that you
will continue to support
the new ALT's that come
along and perform each
year. It's a great chance
to provide educational
opportunities for kids in
PNG and you get to
practice your English
while you're at it!

Sorting school supplies
between 9 schools
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e TES Re-Opening and Colin’s
Welcome Party

Date9a2010/4/249C5at90
Time9aZ:00 p.m.:* 8:30p.m.

Place9ae7 !°:<:g:B:h:b:9:F:7:G:B:::c

Ace' O
Tel: 025-523-4788

Mail: morohashi@takadaes.com
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Round two in PNG is now over and | am currentlyifegea
mixture of emotions. | am relieved that everythvmgnt so
smoothly and successfully. But | am also feeliad that it's

over! .
Playing with the kids

While in PNG | was the representative and spokkeairalf of the
group everywhere we went. |think | gave more spes in the
last two weeks than | have in my entire life! Wiveaarrived in
Bau the school was almost finished but they savaitiaf painting
for us to help with.

Presenting donations and giving one
of many speeches.

Pa|nt|ng the school = After working on the
school for a couple of days we left to visit othidlages and
schools. We got to see past projects includingtheol we
built last year! Every time we visited a school presented
school supplies as donations. | would give a spabcdut the
importance of educational opportunities for allldren and
thank the community. It was often followed by sngand
dancing and gifts of beaded necklaces. (and dekciruit!)
We visited 9 different schools.

mas After a few days we returned for the opening and
B8 dedication ceremony in Bau village. As a teamdee
| 1 got the honor of doing the ribbon cutting. Howev

in this tribe’s tradition you don’t cut a ribbon to
L celebrate , )

. something new. % e

Instead you il

break a clay pot.
| gotto smash a @
clay pot with a
large wooden
sword! It was AR :
really fun, and Dedication ceremony for new school
have to say |
like this tradition much more than cutting a ribbon

In front of the nw school!

It was a wonderful experience and | will miss te®ple there very much. Rick and | are alreadyrgtam
on ways to do future projects in PNG even afteretarn to lowa. Thanks for letting me take a whodge
to share a small bit of my trip!



Lobby

Come and Area
see us at the
new school!

943-0824 /cO|T!, 3-5-5
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Phone: 025 523 4788

Fax: 025 520 4008
E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com
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We're on the Web!

www.takadaes.com

Classroom
#1

Classroom #2
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Hello! My name is Colir
Macleod. I'm a new teacher
here at the Takada English
School, and I'd like to take
this opportunity to introduce
myself. Like Peter, I'm from
Scotland. | was born on the
Isle of Lewis, which is in the

far north-west of the country.

It takes about three hours to
get to Lewis by ferry from
the mainland. Lewis is quite
a rural place with some
lovely beaches. | studied
psychology at University in
Scotland. Since University |
have worked in Santiago in

Chile, Invernessn Scotlanc
and London in England.

| started work at Takada

I’'m very happy to be back i
Joetsu and I'm looking
forward to meeting you all

English School at the end of OVer the coming weeks!

March this year, but this is
not my first time in Joetsu.

I lived in Itakura for three
years from 2005 until 2008.
During this time | was an

ALT at Itakura Junior High
School and Nakago Junior
High School as well as many
elementary schools. In 2008 |
returned to Scotland to
complete a master’'s degree in
English language teaching.




