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Well, after a good year
in 2009, the end of the
year became very sad
for me. As you all
probably know by now,
my mother, very sadly
and very suddenly,
passed away on
December 13". She
had been in Japan just
18 months before for
our wedding, and met
many of you at that
time. | know she was
very happy to have met
you all, and | thank you
for helping to make her
time here fun. She
spoke about Japan
often, so | know you all
impressed her. Thank
you all for your kind
words of sympathy. |
managed to get home
for her funeral, which
was of course a sad
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occasion, but after
that, and at my
mother’s request, we
carried on with our
“Scottish Wedding
Party”. It was a bitter
sweet event, but it
was very nice to see
so many of my old
friends, and old
teachers from the
Church school, who
came to the party.
They were all asking
after their old
students, and wanted
us to say hello to you

all. Do you recognize

anyone from the
picture?

Scotland, like Joetsu,
is having a very hard
winter, with
temperatures going
down to minus 20 in
some parts. VERY
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cold!!!
So, now we look
forward to 2010 and |
have my New Year's
Resolutions in my
mind (of course, to
lose weight is one).
My main one is to do
more charity work in
the school. | hope that
you will all support the
events | hope to
organize during this $
year.
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It should be an
exciting year for the
school itself, with
perhaps a few
changes to look
forward to! Hopefully
we will continue to
provide you with the
classes that you want g
That will never
change.

All the best for 2010
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| am patrticipating in
the ALT Charity
Musical again this year.
Only this time, | am
also on stage! NICO
(Niigata International
Charity Organization) is
proud to present, “The
Snow Queen”! ltis
loosely based on Hans
Christian Andersen’s
tale with a few
Japanese monsters

the way and will meet
some interesting
characters. | have a
small role as their
mother, so come see me
sing and dance. It's for a
good cause!

The musical raises
money to build schools in
Papua New Guinea.

Last year | was very
grateful and proud that
so many TES students
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Valley, PNG. | am this
year’s trip leader and will
lead our energetic team
to PNG at the end of
March. We will take the
donations and help build
the school. Therefore, |
am busy with all the
preparations and

responsibilities that come
with being a leader!

Look for more
information about the trip
and how you can help on
upcoming posters!
Thank you in advance for
all your support!

thrown in. Come see
two siblings, Junko and
Kai, who get separated
in a snow storm,
struggle to find each
other again. They must
face challenges along
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Saint Valentine's Day is a holiday
celebrated on February 14 by
many people throughout the
world. In the English-speaking
countries, it is the traditional day
on which lovers express their love
for each other by sending
Valentine's cards, presenting
flowers, or offering confectionery.
The holiday is named after two
among the numerous Early
Christian martyrs named
Valentine. The U.S. Greeting Card
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supported our cause
whether it was by
attending the show or
making a donation. This
year’s project is to build
an elementary school
classroom in Waria
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Association estimates that
approximately one billion
valentine’s cards are sent each
year worldwide, making the day
the second largest card-sending
holiday of the year, behind
Christmas. The association
estimates that, in the US, men
spend on average twice as much
money as women!

Valentine's Day has regional
traditions in the UK. In Norfolk, a

“The Snow

Queen”
cast and crew

¢ Next Holiday
°n g4éA
Moao .

-0é 96: a4- ¢é

2010/5/2(&):* 2010/5/9( A%

5/1090 =90 £ é1bf!: ad
«0+ 2010 é:9/9y 4F-&
_f30 200 ad-.uly

Pa¢de¢ 9la¢A Cé f @
% ubéa "AyS 1EUD¢
i

character called ‘Jack’' Valentine
knocks on the rear door of houses
leaving sweets and presents for
children. Although he was leaving
treats, many children were scared
of this mystical person. In Wales,
many people celebrate Dydd
Santes Dwynwen (St Dwynwen's
Day) on January 25 instead of or
as well as St Valentine's Day. The
day commemorates St Dwynwen,
the patron saint of Welsh lovers.
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The company’s in-house employee fithess and wellness programs have
decreased absenteeism and employee turnover.

A) significant
B) significance
C) signify

D) significantly
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We got a
lot of
protein.

Members of
the Gospel
Group ¢

943-0834 /¢ O-IT!,  2-10-17
Phone: 025 523 4788
Fax: 025523 4788
E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com
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We're on the Web!

www.takadaes.com

Here is
Kieran!

X’'mas
presents
for
everyone!

We are going to ask a different
student every month to answer
some guestions about
themselves and why they study
English. Next month could be
you, so be prepared.

This month’s student is:

Tsunenori Imagawa

Question 1: How long have
you been studying English?

About 3 years

Question 2: How long have
you been studying at TES?

About 3 years
Question 3: Have you ever

been abroad?

Yes, | went to New York in June,
2008. It was an exciting city.

Question 4:  Where would you
like to go in the future?

| want to go back to N.Y.
Question 5: Have you ever

taken any English tests?

No, | haven't. But | want to try
the TOEIC test!!

Question 6: What's your

favorite place to eat in
Joetsu?

Yamada Ramen next to Shimin
Praza.

Thanks very much Tsune!

Keep studying!




