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After what was not a
great summer, we have
had some nice weather
recently. Hopefully this
will hold up for the
barbecue we have
planned for September
27th (although by the
time most of you read
this, it will already have
happened!). The big
event that happens
every autumn is, of
course, Halloween.
This year we will be
having a children’s
party at Takada
Catholic Church on
October 31st. More
details of that from
Yoko later, but | hope
as many kids as
possible can make it to
that.
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Takada English School

We won't be having
an adult Halloween
party this year, but will
be having our usual
end of year bash. We
haven't completed the
plans for that yet, but
keep an eye out for a
notice nearer the time.
| am also hopeful that
| can organize a large
charity event for early
in the New Year. This
school began as part
of Takada Catholic
Church, and that
history is very
important to us. It is
the policy of this
school to try to raise
money for charity at
occasional events. |
know we have always
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received great support

from the students in
this, and | am sure
that that support will
continue.

October 3" will see
celebrations to mark
100 years of Takada
Catholic Church. This
school was part of the
Church for 25 years,
and so brought
Internationalization to
Joetsu. | know that all
of the teachers who
came here still value
their time here. Thank
you Fr. Mario for
everything you have
done for us and for
this community.

Congratulations.
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Hallowe’en
Jack O’ Lanterns
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As you may have
noticed | wasn't
around for two weeks
at the end of August. |
went home! It had
been a little over a
year since | had
visited. | have loved
being in Japan but
that is a long time to
be away. Therefore,
many tearful hugs
were exchanged when
Rick and | arrived at
the airport.

After all the public
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we were very glad we
didn't get sick! It was
interesting to see that
people weren't very
worried about influenza,
just cautious. It's not
common for people to
wear masks unless they
have a serious
condition. Instead,
washing their hands
and just staying home, if
they get sick, are
enough for most people
back home.

The timing of our trip
was because a very
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good friend of ours was
married. Rick was the
best man and had the
responsibilities of the
job to do! He had to
host a party for the

| like thunderstorms!).
Fall was approaching
and that means corn
and soybean
harvesting, bonfires,
hot apple cider,
hayrides and haunted

groom and give a
speech at the wedding.
It was wonderful to see
family and friends. We
spent almost everyday
having special meals,
parties or BBQ's. | ate
so much dessert, it was
wonderfull  The
weather was beautiful
too (I was a little

corn mazes for

Halloween!

transportation used
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Halloween began in Ireland and
Scotland in Pagan times. It was a
harvest celebration initially, and
was designed to stop evil spirits
coming back and spoiling crops.
People even back then dressed up
as spirits to try to ward off evil
spirits. The name comes from a
Christian holy day, All Hallow's
Day, which is now called All Saint’s
Day, which is November 1°. The
night before was called All Hallow’s

disappointed though,
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Even(ing), which was shortened to
Hallowe’en!

Kid’s still go out “trick or treating” in
costumes, although in Scotland, we
call it “guising” and it requires the
child to do a performance of some
kind to “earn” their treat, which,
when | was a kid, would usually be
peanuts and oranges. Not candy.

In Scotland we use turnips to make
Jack O’ Lanterns, in America, they

Meet Captain and Louie

Two of our horses!
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use pumpkins. The reason for Jack
O’ Lanterns is to show spirits that a
house is already possessed, and
they should go to another house.
That is why we dress up too, to
show that there are already spirits
everywhere and that the evil spirits
should move on.

| hope it works for you this year
and that you have no evil spirits
visit your house.

Happy Hallowe'en!
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it uses its fins to swim in water

gives us milk and steaks

furry animal that hops because iis
front legs are shorter than its back
legs

its neck withdraws into its hard shell
large pink bird with long thin legs and
a long neck

tall spotted animal with long thin legs
and a very long neck

eats bamboo and lives in China
large gray animal with floppy =ears
and a long trunk (nose)
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it slithers on the ground because it
has no legs

lays eggs and clucks

beautiful flying insect with colorful
wings

this household pet barks and wags
its tail

it has feathers and it flies

eats bananas and swings from free
branches

flying insect that makes honey and
can sting humans

this household pet meows and purrs
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Phone: 025 523 4788
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E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com
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Beer makes
teachers

happy!

We're on the Web!

www.takadaes.com

We are going to ask a different Yes, | have been to USA, » H)
student every month to answer England France, China, and ) )
some questions about Thailand etc! We think the dinner she cooks

at her house is the best!!

themselves and why they study . i
) uestion 4: Where would you
English. Next month could be Wgointhe future? 4 Thanks very much Michiko.

you, so be prepared. -~
I would like to go to Spain and Keep studying!

This month’s student is: Scotland t0o.

Michiko Ueno Question 5: Have you ever
Question 1: How long have taken any English tests?
you been studying English?

For about 9 years Not yet!

Question 2: How long have Question 6: What's your

you been studying at TES? favorite place to eat in

Since the foundation of this Joetsu?
school.

There are many places but |

Question 3: Have you ever especially like “12 months in
been abroad? Provence "(7'm V7 A (D 12




