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The weather has been 
getting hotter, and the 
rainy season has 
arrived here in Joetsu. 
Spring and early 
summer were fun here 
at the school; we had a 
couple of really good 
Cherry Blossom 
parties. The lunchtime 
picnic was very well 
attended by our 
daytime students, who 
watched in amusement 
as Todd and I turned a 
nice shade of red in the 
glorious sunshine! The 
next Saturday we had 
an evening party in 
Takada Park. Again lots 
of people came and a 
good time was had by 

all. Thanks to 
everyone who came 
to either of the parties. 

Once June came 
around, the school 
entered 2 teams in the 
“Tenchijin Road Race” 
half marathon Ekiden. 
My team fought hard 
against Nicole’s team, 
but they couldn’t 
overcome the huge 
handicap of actually 
having me in their 
team, and we lost by a 
mere 30 seconds. A 
big thank you to 
everyone who took 
part, as well as a vow 
for revenge next year! 
I’m in training already! 

This summer we are 
having an American 
Independence Day 
party, more of which 
from Nicole later, and 
perhaps later in the 
summer, we will also 
have a barbecue 
party, when the 
weather cools down a 
bit. 

Remember that the 
school will be closed 
for one week at O-
Bon, more about that 
from Yoko later.  

I hope that you all 
enjoy the summer. 

 

Sunset View of 
Naoetsu Beach 
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Everyone spends time 
with family and friends.   
This will be my second 
year to miss out so I’m 
glad to be having a 
party with my friends 
and students in Japan! 

 

fire engines, horses, 
local companies, and 
teams who will throw 
candy to children.  In 
the afternoon people 
enjoy baseball games, 
barbeques, picnics, 
carnivals, music 
events, and swimming.  
(This is also a good 
time for local 
politicians to make 
speeches!)  The 
evening is the grand 
finale with large 
fireworks shows. 

It’s a really great day!   

1776.  Many people 
believe this is the day 
the declaration was 
signed, but that’s not 
true, it wasn’t signed 
until August! 

On Independence Day 
we celebrate freedom 
and patriotism.  These 
are very important 
ideas to Americans.  
The 4th of July is a 
daylong celebration.  
The morning starts 
with parades.   

These parades include 

Or as we usually just 
call it, The 4th of July, 
is a very big and 
important holiday in 
the U.S.  It is a 
national holiday so 
everyone takes the 
day off work!  
Independence Day 
celebrates the 
American Colonies 
separation from 
Britain.  After the 
American Revolution 
the Declaration of 
Independence was 
approved on July 4th 
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will be easier for us to keep up to 
date. We certainly hope that it is a 
site that you can all access and 
use. Eventually, we hope to have 
English challenges on the site and 
make it quite interactive, but we 
are taking it one step at a time just 
now and for the moment “Simple 
is Best”.  We hope though, that 
you all have a look at the new 
site, and that you let us know, 
either by mail through the “contact 
us” page, or in person, what you 

think of the site, as well as 
anything you would like to see 
added. We often take pictures at 
parties, and plan to put them on 
the site. If any student doesn’t 
want their pictures put onto the 
internet, please let Yoko know, 
and we will be happy to make 
sure that pictures with you in them 
are not used.  

Have a look! 

http://www.takadaes.com/ 
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We are in the process of updating 
our web page. A friend of mine, 
who does some web designing, 
has been working on it for the 
past couple of months, and we 
are about ready to launch the new 
site. Some of you might not know 
that we have always had a web 
site, but it was one that Yoko and 
I put together ourselves, and to be 
honest, it looks just like that. 
Hopefully the new site will look 
better, be easier to navigate, and 
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Good luck kids. Ask one of 
your teachers if you need 
any help. 
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943-0834 
�/ç�Ò-Ï�T!¸  2-10-17 
Phone:   025 523 4788 

Fax:   025 523 4788 
E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com 
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Yes, to Korea, Hawaii, and 
Thailand etc! 

Question 4:  Where would you 
like to go in the future? 

Scotland  

Question 5:  Have you ever 
taken any English tests?  

No 

Question 6:  What’s your 
favorite place to eat in 
Joetsu?  

8E)Þ�� (Chinese Restaurant in 
Naoetsu)    

 

 

We are going to ask a different 
student every month to answer 
some questions about 
themselves and why they study 
English. Next month could be 
you, so be prepared. 

This month’s student is: 

Takako Takahashi 

Question 1:  How long have 
you been studying English? 

For about 8 years 

Question 2:  How long have 
you been studying at TES? 

3 years (Since it moved from 
The Church)) 

Question 3:  Have you ever 
been abroad? 

Thanks very much Takako.  

Keep studying! 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.takadaes.com 

 

Hanami 
Party 1 

 

Hanami  

Party 3 

Winning Team! 
Yeah !! 

Boo (from 
Peter) !!! 

Hanami 
Party 2 

Tenchijin 
Road Race 
2009 


