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So, winter wasn’t so 
bad after all. The 
amount of snow that 
fell was as little as I 
have ever seen, which 
was great for us all 
driving here in Joetsu, 
but not so good for 
skiers. And we might 
have some water 
problems in the 
summer. It seems 
though that Scotland 
had more snow than 
usual, so maybe they 
got some of ours! 

And now we are 
coming into spring, 
and in Joetsu that 
means it’s cherry 

blossom viewing time. 
Takada Park is always 
beautiful at this time of 
year, but sadly the 
weather doesn’t 
always match. This 
year, we are having 
two parties, which we 
will tell you about later 
in the newsletter, and 
we hope as many of 
you as possible will be 
able to come. 

Spring in Takada has 
always been a special 
time. When I first 
came to Japan, from 
perhaps the middle of 
February, people were 
telling me about 

“Ohanami”, and how 
special it was. I had 
no idea what they 
meant, and, to be 
honest, wasn’t looking 
forward to going to the 
park with everyone 
just to look at flowers! 
I couldn’t see the 
attraction. I only had 
to go once to see 
what people were 
talking about. It was 
great. Not just the 
people I was with, but 
also the people in the 
park. Everyone was 
so friendly.  

It was cold though, so 
bring warm clothes 
with you this year. 

See you there! 

 

Night View of 
Takada Castle 
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Snow White and the Seven Samurai cast and crew 

Spring 2009 

The musical is 
over!  We have 
mixed feelings of 
relief and 
anticipation (what 
do we do with all 
our free time and 
what are the plans 
for next year???)  

I can’t thank 
everyone enough 
for their support.  
Whether it was 

donations or 
attending the show 
(or both!) your 
contribution helped 
make our charity 
possible.   

We leave for Papua 
New Guinea on 
March 21st.  I am 
looking forward to it 
and to seeing you 
all in April to share 
my stories with! 

Thank you again everyone! 
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�•�� Spring Holiday 
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�•�•�•�• Cherry Blossom Picnic 
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Try this crossword, it’s pretty easy 
this time, but it won’t always be. 
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Good luck kids. All of the answers 
are Months or Seasons. Ask one of 
your teachers if you need any help. 
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What is this phrase in English?      Here’s your hint 
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943-0834 
�/ç�Ò-Ï�T!¸  2-10-17 
Phone:   025 523 4788 

Fax:   025 523 4788 
E-mail: enquiries@takadaes.com 

 

������� ���	
��� 
����	 �

Since it was opened. I was 
studying at the church before 
that. 

Question 3:  Have you ever 
been abroad?  

Yes. I've been to Scotland when 
I was at high school and to NZ 
when I was at college 

Question 4:  Where would you 
like to go in the future? 

I'd go anywhere if it's possible!!! 
I haven't been out of Japan for 
ages!! 

Question 5:  Have you ever 

We are going to ask a different 
student every month to answer 
some questions about 
themselves and why they study 
English. Next month could be 
you, so be prepared. 

This month’s student is: 

Madoka Otsuka 

Question 1:  How long have 
you been studying English?  

It's been 17 years!!! (including 
junior high) 

Question 2:  How long have 
you been studying at TES?  

taken any English tests?  

I've tried TOEIC a few 
times....Don't ask me the 
result… 

 

Question 6:  What’s your 
favorite place to eat in 
Joetsu?  
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We’re on the Web! 

www.takadaes.com 

 

 

New Year 

Party 1 

Happy  

Birthday! 

Please don’t 

leave us Yuji! 

New Year 

Party 2 

We went bowling 

instead of going skiing 

in Akakura! 


