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Yes, unbelievable though
it seems, August 1st will
see Takada English
School become 10 years
old! No longer a baby, but
not quite all grown up yet,
but we are all learning
every day. Of course, the
credit for reaching this

milestone goes to you, the

students who have
chosen to come here to
study English. Thank you
all so much. | hope you all
understand how much we
all appreciate the fact that
you come here, and we
hope that you continue to
come for many years to
come.

When | first came back to
Joetsu to take over what
was then the Church
school, 10 years seemed
like a very long way away!
But actually it has gone
quite quickly, and
although | feel every one
of those 10 years older
(and some), it seems
much more recently that
we started this journey.

Over the years, we have
had great teachers who
have come and shared
their cultures with you
while teaching you
English, and they all
deserve a great deal of
thanks. | hope they also
know how much |
appreciated their efforts.
Much as the school
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wouldn’t be here without
the support of the
students, the students
wouldn’t be here if it
weren’t for the great
teachers we have had.

Many things have
changed over the years,
not least the location of
the school. Those of you
who are long term
students will realise
what an improvement
our current premises are
on our original ones, but
| still look back at that
place with a touch of
fondness, as we put a
lot of work into getting it
into an even remotely
functioning location, and
| still have many happy
memories of it. Even so,
| much prefer where we
are now.

| am proud of the school,
of our teachers and our
students, and over the
years we have all
enjoyed many parties
and events together, but
| am never prouder than
when you support the
various charity events
that we decide to do at
the school. | don’t know
of another school which
does the number of
charity events that we
do, or who have the
students who would
support those events,
even if they did them.

Over the years we have
raised money for cancer
charities here and in
Scotland, for the people
of Tohoku and The
Philippines, for a
children’s home here in
Joetsu, have sent clothes
to the children of Africa
and many other things.
You should all be proud
of that. Those are the
events that sets TES
apart from other schools,
and | hope that you
continue to support these
events in the years to
come.

We aim to keep building
the school in the years to
come, not just in student
numbers (although that is
very important) but we
also aim to build the
curriculum and give you,
our students, more and
more quality in the
service we offer you, and
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we hope you see that
and that your English
improves even more as
a result.

Thank you again, and
I'll hopefully see you all
again at our 20th
anniversary
celebrations!

Pictures from our old premises.

The colour of the walls were so original!
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Brexit: The big news from the U.K.

By Steven Owen

Many students have asked about Britain's decision to leave the European Union and we have been
talking about that decision and what it will mean in our lessons. Speaking personally, | can see little that
will benefit the country (or the 4 countries as they will likely become) in either the short or long term as a
result of the decision. | was hoping to connect the decision to leave Europe with the decision of the
English football team to enjoy a longer than expected summer break by losing to Iceland- after all both
were embarrassing, clueless and had no plan A- however, this is too depressing. For anyone that would
like a humourus look at England's inability to enjoy a sensible relationship with our European partners |

recommend:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02pc?pj/episodes/downloads

Take Care, Steve

Some Fun with Bowling

Hello everyone! Heather here!

How have you been these past few months? The
weather changing from spring to summer really had
me down in the dumps. Grey skies and rainy days
definitely aren’t for me. | need blue skies and a few
puffy clouds to make me happy! | think | might be a
flower.

On June 18th, TES had its first official event for the
JHS and HS students! We had ten people come to the
event. That's including me, Peter, and one other adult.
The ten of us went bowling at L v —Z >R/,

By Heather Aplington

We split ourselves into two

teams: my team and Peter’s [
team. It was a fierce battle. - ) E -~
The first game was just a =

practice run, which means
the scores didn't mean much.
Our scores were close at the
end, but Peter’'s team ended
up winning.

Then we started the real game.

All of the students were already getting tired at this
point, so my team’s score couldn’t even hope to best
Peter’s team. But | spyed the machine playing tricks! It
gave Peter and the person after him strikes! Oh ho
ho?! I'm just kidding. The machine probably just
bugged out for a moment. But thanks to that glitch and
the students getting tired, Peter’s team ended up
winning. Great job, everyone!

After we finished playing, we took some purikura (my
second time ever!) and played a round of air hockey.
My team won that one. Phew!

I hope the next time we have a JHS and HS event,
even more people can come hang out with us! Bowling
again? Karaoke, maybe?

. ’4Q
Ciao for now, @
1°e
-Heather % . g aede, Fa -
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It's getting hot and humid now,
as we enter summertime. This is
my least favourite time of the
year in Japan because Scottish
people are not “designed” for this
heat!! A Scottish summer is
usually temperatures of around
22 degrees, if we are lucky!
However, a benefit of the
Japanese weather is all the great
home grown vegetables. | really
admire Japanese people for
making the effort to grow their
own vegetables. It does happen
in the UK, but not very often.

In Japan, it is not only individuals
who grow vegetables but also
school children. | think this is
fantastic! Growing your own
vegetables teaches children so
much about nature, food and
health. My daughter is currently

in 2nd grade and is growing
her own vegetables at school.
She is very excited about her
vegetable patch and comes
home every day with updates
about what’s growing and
what’s not, about the bugs
that are eating her plants and
about sharing vegetables with
her classmates. We, at TES,
are very lucky to receive lots
of fresh vegetables from
students and are very
grateful. Thank you everyone

for your generosity and
WA

kindness.

Happy harvesting!

Nicola



http://www.facebook.com/takadaes

